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FIRST DAY—Mornino SEssIon. 


Harrison STaTion, MIss., 
Sept. 6th, 1883. 


aD 


Tur Oxrorp Baptist AssoclATION met this day in its 
Fourteenth Annual Session with the Bethany Baptist Church, 
at Harrison Station. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Elder R. G. 
Hewlett, the alternate appointed at the last meeting. 

Recess until 2 o’clock. 


Afternoon Session. 


The Association was called to order by the Clerk, the 
Moderator being absent. 

On motion, Elder J. H. Collins was called to the chair, as 
temporary Moderator. After which a short time was spent 
in devotional exercises. 

The letters from the different churches were called for, and 
read by Elders R. G. Hewlett and W. K. Bryant, and 
the names of the delegates enrolled. 

The Association proceeded to the election of officers. Eid. 
E. D. Rowe and H. B. Gowen, acting as tellers, made the 
following report, viz: 









































[4] 
R. G. Hewlett, Moderator; D. J. Burgess, Clerk; C. 
Crosby, Treasurer. 
Eld. R. G. Hewlett then took the chair and declared the 
Association duly organized and ready to proceed to business. 
A Committee on Devotional Exercises was appointed, viz: 
Deacons of Bethany Church, together with brethren C. Cros- 
by, J. R. Morrow, and W. E. Roberson. 
| On motion of Eld. W. K. Bryant the order of business 


governing this body at its last session was again adopted. 


? 


Corresponding Messengers were then called for when the 
the following responded, 
From Cold Water—Elder W. C. Lattimore. 
From Yalobusha—Elder W. T..Hudson. 
From Zion—Dr. W. A. Hart, who was also recognized as 
a representative of the cause of Temperance. 
Received reports of Messengers to corresponding bodies. 
Elder J. H. Collins reported a pleasant and profitable meet- 
ing of both the Cold Water and Yalobusha Associations. 
Elder W. K. Bryant attended the Calhoun Association. 
Elders R. G. Hewlett and E. D. Rowe together with Bros. 
H. E. Draper and J. R. Bozeman attended the Yalobusha As- 
sociation. 
Brethren H. E. Draper, J. W. Higginbotham and H. H- 
) Bunch were appointed a committee on Finance. 
Called for report of Executive Board, The chairman of 
the Board being absent, no report was received. 


‘ Under the head of appointing an Executive Board the ' 
/ notice given at the last meeting, for doing away with the 
Board, was referred to, aud a motion to strike out the 11th 
Article of the constitution was offered. A spirited discussion | 
ensued, but the motion was lost. A motion was then made 
\ to turn over the mission work of the Association to the 
State Board. 
’ This motion also ejicited quite a lively discussion, but was 
lost. 
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Brother H. E. Draper moved that we oppose the union of 
the Oxford and Yalobusha Associations. Pending this mo- 
tion, a motion to adjourn until 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning 


prevailed, - Prayer was offered by Eld. J. H. Collins. 











SECOND DAY—Morn1ne Session. 
Fripay, Sept. 7th, 1883. 


The Association was called to order by the Moderator. 
Prayer by Elder E. D. Rowe. 

Brethren F. C. Priddy and 8S. D Gooche were received 
as messengers from the Yalobusha Association. Prof. A. 
J. Quinche was received as a messenger from Oxford charch. 

The discussion of the Associational Unien was entered 
into by Elder W. K. Bryant, J. R. Bozeman, A. J. Quinche, 
R. G. Hewlett, W. T. Hudson and W. C. Lattimore, after 
which the motion was unanimousely sustained. 

On motion the following letter was placed in the bands of 
the following committee to be carried to the next meeting of 
the Yalobusha Association, viz: 

H. E. Draper, E. D. Kowe, J. H. Collins, committee. 

The Oxford Baptist Association, to the Yalobusha Baptist 
Association.—Sendeth Christian Salutation: 

Dear Breruren: After deliberately considering the 
feasibility of the proposed union of the Yalobusha and Ox- 
ford Associations, we have concluded that said union would 
not increase the well-being and efficiency of the two bodies, 
or either of them; and hence, have decided that the Oxford 

Association can best accomplish the purposes for which it was 
organized by maintaining a separate and distinct identity. 
These positions were taken after a careful survey of the situa- 
tion surrounding us. 

Be assured, dear brethren, that the eronteet harmony and 
sweetest spirit of love prevailed in our body during the discus- 
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sion of this matter; and that our conclusions were the result 
of a desire to pursue such a course in our associational work 
that would be most conducive to the interest of the Redeemer’s 
Kingdom on earth. 
May the Great Head of the Church preside in your deliber- 
ations and councils, directing all to His glory and your good. 
We send as messengers to bear this communication to your 


body our beloved brethren, J. H. Collins, H. E. Draper and 


\\ Elder E. D. Rowe. 


Dove by order of the Oxford Association in regular session 

at Harrison Station, this, the 8th day of Sept., 1883. 
R. G. HEWLETT, Moderator. 

D. J. Burerss, Clerk. 

An Exceutive Board was appointed as follows: 

Bethany—H. E. Draper, E. D. Rowe, H. B. Gowen, Dr. 
J. T. Hamilton, D. W. Patterson J. N. McLeod. 

Antioch—N. J. Benson. 

Clear Oreek—D. J. Burgess. 

Concord—J. W. Higginbotham. 

Courtland—J. 8. Bennett. 

Good Hope—S. P. Woodruff. 

Mount Gilead— J. J. Rotenberry. 

Liberty Hill—Robert Todd. 

Providence—J. B. Mosley. 

Pope—R. J. Monteith. 

Pilgrim’s Rest—E. J. Johnson. 

Springport—C. C, Greer. 

Water Valley—C. Crosby. 

Yellowleaf—John Butler. 

Reports from the Standing Committees were called for. 

Bro. G. W. Anderson read a report on Temperance, which 
caused considerable discussion, and was participated in by Dr. 
W.A. Hurt, J. R. Bozeman, W.G, Anderson, and R. G. 
Hewlett, pending which the Association adjourned until 2 
o’clock, P. M. 
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Afternoon Session. 
The Association was called to order by the -Moderator. 


Prayer by Eld. W. K. Bryant. 
A letter from Yocona Church was read and the delegates 


names enrolled. 

The discussion of the subjebt of the report on Temperance 
was again resumed by Eld. W. T. Hudson and Dr. Hart, and 
it was finally agreed to insert the last year’s report on that 
subject, with the resolution as read by Dr. Hurt appended 


thereto. 
REPORT ON TEMPERANCE. 


Temperance defined by one word is “moderation;” and 
while there are precepts of a general and special character in 
the Scriptures requiring temperance, and while the domain of 
thought, feeling, desire, word and act, may be subject, to a 
certain extent to its laws, yet there are certain things that lie 
beyond its sphere. Some things that may be indulged iv 
without any regard to moderation or limit; and others, the 
indulgence in which, to the least extent, is sin against God, 
and therefore prohibited. And between these extremes are 
many things that may be indulged in or used, to a greater or 
less extent, owing tu circumstances. 

The first of these extremes, I will say for convenience, lies 
above temperance restrictions. Under this head may be class- 
ed, love to God, love to man, zeal for God; of Christ it was 
said, “The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.” So great 
was his zeal for God. Also, desires and efforts for more grace, 
as we are told to covet earnestly the best gifts. Efforts to save 
men by the Gospel; preach the Word in season and oat of 
season, as Paul’s example in preaching all night on one occa- 
sion, In these we may go immediately to the full extent of 
our ability, knowing that against them there is no law. 

So there are things of an opposite character in the opposite 
direction, that I will say lie below the sphere of temperance; 


_ that may not be indulged in to any degree without doing . 
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wrong. These we may mention: blasphemy, hatred, malice 
against God or man, envy, covetousness and all things of a 
kindred character, including all efforts to gratify or consum- 
mate these or any other unlawful feelings, purposes, desires or 
appetites, such as theft, robbery, slander, murder, ete. No 
moderation lawful here. God’s “Thou shalt not” means pro- 
hibition. And the indulgence in anything, the legitimate ten- 
dency of which is in the direction of a violation of these laws 
is forbidden by at least the spirit if not the letter of the Jaw. 
If I tell my son he must not raise cockle-burs on my land, it 
would hardly satisty me when I see him planting cockle-bur 
seed for him to tell me that he would watch the plants when 
they came up and cut them down before they matured, I 
would soon give the young gentleman to understand that for- 
bidding the raising of cockle-burs forbids the planting of the 
seed and everything else that might result in their being raised. 

It is sometimes said that every creature of God is good, 
and is to be received with thanksgiving, as I heard a Baptist 
preacher once say, in the way of an apology for taking “bit- 
ters.” Note here: 

1, Creature of God. 

Possibly some things just'as they are, may not be of God. 
Gunpowder, for instance. While the elements of this compo- 
sition are of God, yet gunpawder has not been found as a nat- 
ural product, but is the result of man’s fruitful efforts and skill. 
Again, somethings may be good for certain purposes, but not 
good for certain other purposes. For example, it might an- 
swer well enough to use gunpowder to blast a rock or kill a 
bear, while it would not be suitable for bitters or soup, and 
would be wrong to use it in murdering a man. 

So strychnine, arsenic, ete., might be appropriately used by 
scientists, manufacturers and dragyists; but we would not 
therefore, conclude that these articles should lie around loose 
and be used indiscriminately, but would think that they should 
be kept under lock and key. And good judgment would say - 
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that all articles of a similar character should be kept in the 
same place. The rattlesnake is a creature of God and may 
be good in its place, but it would strike us as rather thin and 


far-fetched, to be told that because of this we might take the 


viper to our beds and bosoms. 

As temperance and intemperance are opposites, it is very 
difficult to ‘say much about one without saying something 
about the other, and as a report on temperance is expected to 
deal with the whiskey question, I propose now to say seme 
things about intoxicants and their use, Christ tells us that a 
tree is known by its fruits, and all observation and experience 


- in nature lend their support to this truth. I therefore pro- 
i pose to examine the whiskey tree by this rule in order to 


show; up its character. If we find by the fruit the tree to be 
good, let us all seek refuge neath its shelter; but if it be evil, 
let us all unite in cutting it down, as the Master tells us that 
every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is to be hewn 


down and cast into the fire. ; . 
First, we will look at the financial character of this tree, 


see what it costs in dollars and cents to keep it in its present 
condition. It is stated that according to the United States 
census for 1870; that the total amount of products from all 
sources by sea and land for that year was $7,009,318,989. Ex- 
pended in support of the drunkards tree—whiskey—in 1867, 
$1,483,491,865, more than one-fifth of the annual income of | | 
the whole United States from all sources, being nearly the: 
value of the entire live stock of the nation, more than the 

total wages of the entire laboring classes of the country, and: 
two and a half times as much as the entire food bill for the 

population of the land, and about four times as much as the 

clothing and shoe bill; money enough to furnish five barrels 

of flour per year to every man, woman and child in the nation. 

And yet we complain of the high prices of provisions, scaaci- 

ty of money and hard times. It supports four grogeties to 

every church, and six bar-tenders to every preacher in the 

2 
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land. And where one dollar is,spent for religion, whiskey 
and kindred drinks get thirty. 

There are 164,729 saloons in the United States, deing one 
saloon to about every 300 persons Mississippi has 1,729 sa- 
loons, being one saloon to every 654 persons, costing the State 
annually about $15,000,000. 

Verily, in dollars and cents this is a costly tree. 

And what does all this expenditure of money bring to the 
nation? We have the figures in round numbers, ax follows: 

Criminals sent to prison, 100,000. 

Persons sent to poor-house, 200,000. 

Orphans sent into the streets, 200,000. 

Murders and suicides, 700. 

Funerals each day in the year, 500. 

Or per annum, over 180,000. 

Including drunkards, 75,000. 

Being one drunkard dying to about every seven minutes in 
the year, and making annually 75 acres of grave yards. 
A procession of 700,000 drunkards march through the land, 
one of whom passes into eternity every seven minutes, un- 
prepared to meet God, while the saloons have another ready 
to fill his place. And where is the good received for all of 
this? Echo answers, where! Some men are too lazy to work 
or too avaricious to followan honorable business, make money 
out of it; that’s all. 

Let us look at the sin of this business if we can: 

1. It is a great sin for a man to put his bottle to his neigh- 
bor’s mouth to get gain thereby, thus depriving him without 
compensation, of the money that he needs for the support of 
his family; frequently of his senses, his self-respect and the 
respect of his best friends; of his prospects in this life, and 
of life itself, and of his hopes for eternity, for no drunkard 
shall inherit the kingdom of heaven. 

2. It isa sin for men to disgrace themselves, corrupt their 

minds and bring disease and death upon themselves and entail 
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[11] 
curses upon their posterity by drinking from the drunkard’s 
cup. ’ 
3. It is a sin for men to bring poverty, suffering, infamy, 
hanger and nakedness upon their wives and children by 
drinking the damning draught. 

4. It is asin to set bad examples before our children and 
others by drinking, or getting drank or partially drunk, by 
which they may be led into drunkenness and crime, perhaps 
to prison and a drunkard’s grave. a 

5. Itis a sin for men to encourage this great evil by visiting 
those places where drunkards are made, and where conten- 
tion, strife, theft, robbery and murder originate. 

6. It is a sin to lend our aid in any way to these influences, 
by signing petitions, or otherwise. 

7. It isa sin to convert gr aid, abet or encourage the con- 
version of the grain which God has given to feed the hungry 
into a poison that is ruinous to both soul and body in time 
and in eternity. 

8. It isa sin to spend for whiskey the money with which 
we should pay our just debts, provide for our families and 
otherwise honor God by sustaining His cause in our own and 
other lands. 

9. It is a sin to neglect using any proper means in our 
power to arrest and drive from our land this monster curse of 
drinking, drankenness and drunkard making. , 

Thousands already feel the punishment here for these sins, 
but unless they repent and forsake them what an awful doom 
awaits them in the world to come. 

Brethren, in view of these horrid facts what should we do? 
What can we do? What will we do? 

Respectfully submitted, 
R. G. HEWLETT, Chairman. 

We submit that all great moral reforms must be born, ours- 
ed and reared in the church; that there is not a moral pre- 
cept that the church should not teach, nor an example needed 
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by the sinful world, that the church should not set. That the 
foundation of our christian Jife should be self-denial. This 
was taught by the Savior when he said: “If any man will be 
my disciple let him deny himself,” and the Apostle only con- 
firms this great truth, when he says “It is good neither to 
drink wine whereby my brother stumbleth, or is offended, 


or is made weak.” 


Therefore, we recommend that our ministers preach against 
this great sin. That we advise al) our members to make the 
temperance work a part of their daily christian work, and 
that our churches discipline any member who either signs a 
license petition or engages in the traffic. 

The following report on Foreign Missions was read by Eld. 
W.K. Bryant: 


REPORT ON FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Before the Master ascended to Heaven he said, “all power 
is given me in heaven and in earth; go ye into all the world 


and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 

Since that commission men have been preaching the gospel 
with much opposition; but now, thank God, the world is 
ready to receive the gospel. The Macedonian ery is coming 
to us from all parts of the world. 

The great work was committed to the church, and while the 
church has never been fully aroused to the great respovsibil- 
ity of the work, yet, under the circumstances, she has done 
a noble work. But the work is not yet complete. To-day 
it is said there are eight hundred millions of people in the 
world who have never heard the gospel; people for whom 
Christ died, and yet they have never heard of the loving 
Savior. 

The work is very great, but we have a great Savior who 
has said “lo, [am with you.” The work is prospering, and 
the demands for men to preach are increasing. Our beloved 
Simmons is begging for three more laborers in Canton. 








iid not set. That the 
be self-denial. This 
“If any man will be 
the Apostle only con- 
[t is good neither to 
bleth, or is offended, 


juisters preach against 
members to make the 
vhristian work, and 
r who either signs a 


ions was read by Eld. 


SIONS. 


on he said, “all power 
» ye into all the world 


preaching the gospel 
ik God, the world is 


donian cry is coming 


church, and while the 
the great respovsibil- 
tances, she has done 
et complete. To-day 
ons of people in the 
el; people for whom 
heard of the loving 


ea great Savior who 
wrk is prospering, and 
easing. Our beloved 
rers in Canton. 


[ 13 ] 


We have in Rome our much loved Eager, and in Africa, 
W. J. David, men of our own State. These noble men of 
God are depriving themselves of even the comforts of life 
that they may preach the gospel to the poor heathen. They, 
with others, are begging for help. All the heathen nations 
need more vonsecrated men to preach Christ; and can we, who 
fave been saved by grace, refuse to give them the bread of 
life? For the love we have for Christ, and for the love we 
have for the perishing; let us give them the gospel which 
alone will save them. 

The Master has said “go.” The love of God in our hearts 
says go: und the demands of the heathen certainly influence 
us to go. In consideration of all this, ought we not to lay 
ourselves on the altar and say, “Here am I, send me.” 
Who is to go? 

Many of us cannot go in person, but we can go in our 
prayers and contributions; and the command go is given to 
every converted child of God. It is asad fact that many 
Christians never go in person, nor contribute of their means to 
give the bread ot life to the benighted heathen. 

In view of these facts, your committee would recommend 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That every pastor and every ehurch of this Asso- 
ciation labor earnestly to stimulate every member to contrib- 
ute not less than twenty-five cents annually for this work. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WM. K. BRYANT. 

Pending a motion to adopt, the subject of Foreign Missions 
was discussed by Elder W. K. Bryant, Dr. A. J. Quinche, 
and Elder. R. G. Hewlett, and the following in cash and 
pledges were taken up: 


Clear Creek Church, $50 00 Antioch Church,....-++++85 00 
Bethany.........++. seve 12 00 Comeords-es.see:nesesssees 10 00 
Courtland .....sssses-0: 10 00 Liberty Hill... 5 00 
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Water Valley......... 20 00 3 Yacona.........000.+ seseeees 5 00 

Gs natant, a-copseehi 8 00 Good Hope...... .......... 10 Ov 

Mt. Gilead............ 10 00 = Popes.......6. secseeeeereeees 5 00 

apres fort dacepnosecuan sassece Yellow Leaf......... ...... 10 00 
Quinche.....10 00 

Pete ccodesstaceenrees $180 00 


The report was then adopted. 
The following report ov Publications was read by Eld. E. 
D. Rowe: 
REPORT ON PUBLICATIONS. 


We, your committee on publications beg leave to report, 
that in our éstimation the christian deportment, the piety, 
the fidelity, the godliness, and to avery great extent, the 
usefulness of our church members, depends upon the. charac- 
ter of the literature read by them. 

We realize the fact that the circulation and reading of light, 
trashy, and corrupt literature, whether in form of books or 
newspapers have a very pernicious influence upon the minds 
of all who engage in reading such things. 

Hence, we would urge our brethren to procure for them- 
selves and families the purest and best books and papers 
within their reach, vot only for there own perusal, but we 
recommend that they aid as much as possible in the circulation 
of such among the masses. 

While the Baptist Record may not be a better religious pa- 
per than some others, yet, it is our paper, and we heartily re- 
commend it to all, and urge the Mississippi brotherhood to 
subseribe for and read it. We also recommend the use of 
Kind Words as a first-class Sabbath-sehool paper. 

We also recommend the “Old Banner,” the Tennessee 
Baptist, a paper worthy of support, and the patronage of the 
whole Baptist fraternity the world over. 

Now brethren, once more, we urge you to encourage, and 
support, with your money and your influence the noble editors 
and able corps of correspondence connected with these papers. 
E. D. ROWE, Committee. 
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The subject was discussed by W. K. Bryant, and the fol- 
lowing resolutions were passed : ° 

Wuereas, The use of intoxicating spirits is doing more 
injury to the cause of Christ than all the other. evils combin- 
ed; therefore, — 

Resolved, That we heartily recommend to the members of 
this Association to subscribe for and read the Argus, edited 
by Dr. Hart, Clinton Miss. 

Signed. W. K. Bryant. 

The report was then adopted. 

Treasurers report was read and adopted. 


TREASURER'S REPORT. 


Treasurer’s report Oxford Association: 








Dr. 
Received for printing minutes............ cssreseeeee B35 15 
Foreign Missions............ssssseee sesseeseseseeeseeeeeees 34 30 
Home Missions. coe ssoved scesesiscsesspsccesdcccrsecceseos 12 50 
$81 95 
Cr. 
Paid D. J. Besegeus,s...00.0.0.cccccen'setenenseee $35 15 
Paid H. A. Tupper, Foreign Missions,...... 34 30 
Paid Z. T. Leavel, Home Missions,.......... 12 50 
Teta}s..0s0s: $81 95 


Respectfully submitted, 
E. G. LEIGH. 


REPORT ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


Elder R. G. Hewlett read the following report on Sunday- 
schools. @ 
The undersigned appointed “to present a report embodying 
suggestions as to the best method of conducting Sunday-schools 
80 as to increase attendance on the regular services of the 
the church.” Would offer the following. 
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I. The Sunday-school must be held at snch an hour as 
will be best calculated to secure this result. 

a. Either immediately before preaching, giving a recess of 
ten minutes before preaching as is generally the case in coun- 
try churches, in which case it is desirable that the Sunday- 
school exercises be as brief as possible so as not te uneasy 
the children; or, 

b. In town or city churches, let the Sunday-school be held 
at some hour in the afternoon. 

2. Children should be taught in the Sunday-schoo! that the 
regular church service is the main service and that the Sun- 
day-school is only secondary and subsidiary to that. 

3. Parents shoald be admonished of the impropriety and 
danger of letting their chijdren neglect the preaching of 
the gospel which is the divinely appointed means of salva- 
tion. Respectfully submitted, 

kk. G. HEWLETT, Chm. 

The subject of the report was discussed by Dr. Quinche, 
C. Crosby, H. E. Draper, J. R. Bozeman and R. G. Hewlett, 
after which the report was adopted. 

No other standing committees being ready to report, the 
following Standing Committees were appointed ; 

Foreign Missions—H. W. Rockett, @. Crosby. 

State Missionn—W. K. Bryant, D. J. Burgess. 

Sunday-Schools—E. D. Rowe, C. C. Greer. 

General Education—8. R. Lamb, F. B. Woodruff. 

Publications—J, R. Bozeman, 8. P. Woodruff. 

Temperance—J. H. Collins, J. W. Higginbotham. 

The appointment of « place for the next meeting passed. 

Appointed Elder H. W. Rockett to preach the Introduc- 
tory Sermon. 

Adjourned antil 9 o’clock, to-morroW@morning. 

Prayer by Elder E. D. Rowe. 
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THIRD DAY—Mory1nG SESSION. 





SaturDAyY, Sept. 8th, 1883. 


‘The Assoviation was called to order by the Moderator. 


Prayer by C. Crosby. 
Eld. Z. T. Leavell was received in the interest 


rial Education and Mississippi College. 


of Ministe- 


The place for holding the next meeting was appointed at 


Yellowleaf Church. 


The report on Finance was read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT ON FINANCE. 


Received for printing minutes,.......-++++++++++ 
« « Foreign Missions.........+++++++++ 
« State Missions .....+-++++-+eeseeee8 
«  & Ministerial Education.......... 








A motion to solicit the State Board to let the Association 
‘retain in its bounds the money ‘that had been paid in at the 


present meeting, was lost 


Elder W. K. Bryait ‘rea ‘the following report on State 


Missions: aes: 
REPORT ON STATE MISSIONS. 


— ‘Upon ‘no benevolent agency put forth by the Baptists of 
Mississippi has the blessing of God more evidently rested than 
upon the work of the State Mission Board. It has been a 
potent agency in the development of christian liberality, and 
in the unification of the Baptist brotherhood. The beginning 
of this movement for the evangelization of the State was a 
day of small things, during the first of the ten years of the ex- 
istence of the Board, only one church made a contribution 
‘for its support. During the last Conventional yedr about 
$10,000 were contributed by the churches of thirty-nine As- 
sociations. No other cause could have brought our churches 


into such harmonious co-operation. 
3 
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A brief summary of what has been done in nine years, 
taken fromthe last report of the Board, gives some idea of 


what has been accomplished. 


No. of Missionaries.......-.-..-+sssceeseeeeeeeeseseeeeesees 176 
Days of Actual Service.........:2::sceee seeeeseeeeesneees 22,207 
Number of Miles Traveled.....-..0..---s+seeeee+  seeeee 264,209 
Number of Sermons Preached.......---+-:++++sseeseeee8 13,841 
Chureh Prayer Meetings attended.........++---++ sre 4,195 
Families visited for Religious purposes.....+...-+++++ 25,025 
Persons Baptized..........0-c::2esccree+  cereerereeseceeees 2,301 
Received by letter... ......:.-::sseceeetenersereeeree cannes 1,380 
Restored to Church Fellowship...........-::+++- +++ 164 
Churches orgamized...........+-sssseereereeeeseeeeeeseenes 30 
Sunday-schools organized.. ......++.-++++ss+eeeseerapcreees 73 
Sunday-school addresses delivered..........ceeeeeeceeees 1,761 
Pages of tracts Gistributed........p:.00.cccceceesee sevens 198,242 
Subscribers obtained for the *‘Record.’’........-...+++++ 1,073 
Houses of worship built,..........-- Lepaisaeernasanebece 10 
Houses of worship repaired.......-.-.-+.:sseeseeeeeeeeees 18 


In view of the gospel work already done, and in view of 
the wide and inviting field opened before us, we recommend 
the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That we regard it asa privilege, as well as a duty 
to contribute our share of the $15,000 deemed. by the Board 
necessary for the present year’s work. 

The subject was discussed by Elder W. K. Bryant, A. J- 
Quinche and Z. T. Leavell, after which the report was 
adopted. 

Brother F. B. Woodruff read the following report on Gen- 


eral Education 
REPORT ON GENERAL EDUCATION 


Your committee beg leave to report that it is with diffidence 
it attempts to make a report upon a subject upon which so 
much has been, and being said. The difficulty of preseuting 
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anything new i+ obvious, when one remembers that for ages 
hack the wisest philosophers, statesmen, and theologians have 
been speaking and writing apoo the subject. 

It occurs to your committee that in the State University st 
Oxford, the Agricultural and Machanieal College at Stark- 
ville, and Clinton College, ample facilities are furnished the 
young men of our country for a collegiate education. As 
to which of these institutions we would recommend would 
depend upon the object one has in view, in educating his 
sons. 

We would recommend Clinton becadse it is our own, and 
because of the high moral influence it throws around its sta- 
dents. We would call the especial attention of the brethren 
to the financial condition of the College, and ask each one, 
individually, to consider it his duty to the institution, that is, 
probably, doing more than any other to promote the cause 
of the Redeemer in our midst. 

To young men who desire to study Theology, exclusively. 
we would recommend the Southern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary, at Louisville, Ky. The especial work of this institu- 
tion is to train young men for the ministry. The professors are 
men of the highest intellect, than whom there is none more 
worthy. 

While a collegiate education ic desirable in the highest de- 
gree, yet if there were twice as many institutions of the kind 
above mentioned they would not supply the wants of the peo- 
ple within the bounds of this Association, Facts are stero 
things and must be met sternly, the truth is, brethren, the 
children of. three-fourths of the members of the Churches 
that compose this Association will never: see the inside of 
colleges . 

The training obtained in a free-school alone is comparative- 
ly worthless. What then are we to do? Must we sit with 
folded hands and see our children grow up in ignorance? 
No, we must awake, we must arouse ourselves to the impor- 





q 
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tance of the duty now upon us, Although the free-school 


system has failed to satisfy the wants of the people, yet, there 
| are but few men who are not financially able to supplement 





the funds received from the county and send his son or daughter 
to school two or three entire years during his educable age. Ex- 
perience has shown that it is better to send children to school 
a shorter time and send them regularly than to send them 
: longer and irregularly. 

Your committee, then, would urge the necessity of estab- 
lishing in our midst schools that will continue throughout 
the year; supplement the fund received from the county with 
private subscriptions and employ competent teachers. , 

We must progress or retrograde, leave your sons and 
daughters alone to grow up in ignorance, and when they are 
grown you will be ashamed of them, establish these schools 
and educate your children, enable them to “look at a subject until 

they see into it and see through; to know how to reason to 
right conclusions, and to convince others they are right,” and 
they will make men and women of whom you will be proud, 
and who will be a blessing to you in your old age. 
Respectfully submitted, 
F. B, WOODRUFF. 

The subject of Education was then discussed by F. B. 
Woodruff, J. R. Bozeman, and Eld. Z. T. Leavell, and the 
following cash and pledges were taken up: 

















Clear Creek,......... $10 00 Bethany................ ee» 85 00 
Courtland.............. GD BO seccicscsccesceefecccces 5 00, 
Pilgrim’s Rest...,.... 200 Water Valley............ 10 00 
Yellowleaf ............ 200 J.J. Rotenberry......... 5 00 

CAD cicecasconcsesssccce 10 90 
PON isieisceccsisactabaness $54 95 
Under the head of miscellaneous business the following was 

i presented. 


It was moved and carried that the Moderator be requested 
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to write the history of the oldest Charch in this Association, 
and present it to the next meeting of this Association. 
By W. K. Bryant— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are due the 
members of this Church, and the citizens, for their kindness 
and hospitality to the delegates during the present session. 

Resolved, That the churches of this Association be request- 
ed to give a full financial report to each meeting of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Resolved, That any member of this Association be author- 
ized to-represent us in any body with which we correspond. 

Resolved, That the funds in the hands of the Treasurer be 
disbursed according to their several objects. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this body be tendered to the 
officers for the faithful manner in which they have performed 
their duty. 

Resolved, That this Association appoint a District Meeting 
on Friday before the 5th Sabbath in each month, (beginning 
with December,) and that the first meeting be held with the 
Church at Water Valley, and that R. G. Hewlett, D. J. Bur- 
gess and J. W. Higginbotham be appointed a committee to 
arrange the programme for this meeting. 

The roll was then called and corrected, a hymn was sung, 
the parting hand extended, and the Association adjourned to 

meet with the Yellowleaf Chureh, five miles South-east of 
Oxford, at 11 o’clock, a. M., on Thursday before the second 
Sabbath in September, 1884. 
R: G. HEWLETT, Moderator. 

D. J. Burarss, Clerk. 


—_()-—_—_——_ 


P. 8.—Owing to sickness the Clerk was unable to prepare 
the minutes for publication, promptly. 
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ORDAINED MINISTERS. | 


R. G. Hewlett, Oxford. H. W. Rockett, Water Valley. 
E. D. Rowe, Harrison Sta’n. J. H. Collins, ah Station. 
M. G. Leatherwood, Pope’s. W.G. Morehead, Paris. 

W..K. Bryant, Paris. I. M. Briggs, Elliott’s Mills. 
R. K. Webb, Banner. C. C. Greer, Wallace. 


| Barney Milan, Elliott’s Mills W.T. Hobbs, Wallace. 


G. W. Hollowell, Wallace. 





LICENTIATE. | 
J. T. Mabry, Harrison Station. 


———$._:/§ ——_ 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
ADOPTED AT THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION 


Call for Petitionary Letters. 

. Receive Corresponding Messengers. 

Receive reports of Messengers to Corresponding Bodies. 

Appoint a Finance Committee. 

Receive report of Executive Board. 

Appoint Executive Board. 

Receive reports of Standing Committees. 

. Receive Treasurer’s Report. 

. Receive report of Finance Committee. 

. Appoint Standing Committees. 

- Appoint the place for the next meeting of Assdciation. 
Appoint a brother to preach the Introductory Sermon. 

. Miscellaneous Business and Resolutions. 

. Call and Correct the Roll. 

. Adjourn. 
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